
   Friday 1st April 2022 
Dear Parent/Carer,
In some ways this has been a challenging term with staff 
and pupil absence still impacting school life. However, it 
has also been a good term as we see children apply 
themselves with a real desire to do well. It has also been 
good to hear the children singing again and playing 
musical instruments around school and good to see so 
many physical activities taking place. There are too 
many events to mention here today but we are grateful 
to all of those in our school community who go out of 
their way to provide stimulating and inspiring 
experiences for our children.

We are currently looking at improving our school 
environment, inside and outside. This morning I met with 
the school council to get their ideas. Their ideas came 
from their class council meetings and they did have 
some great ideas, some big and some small. This 
meeting led to Year 6 showing Mr Allonby our caretaker 
some quick fixes which we as adults had missed! Well 
done kids. 

In order to improve our environment we are expecting 
the painters this holiday. We are hoping the weather will 
be good so they can start on the outside. We are also 
getting the hall floor sanded and re-laquered. Improving 
our environment will be an on going project led by a 
working party involving the children’s ideas. Some 
actions will require significant funding which we will need 
to fund raise for, such as replacing the adventure 
playground or a new football pitch. Both of these are 
high on the childrens agenda.

We wish you all a very HAPPY EASTER
Kind regards,  
Mrs Helen Pearson, Headteacher

WEEKLY SNIPPETS

WHAT’S ON AT 
SJB?

Mon 18th 
April

Easter Monday

Tue 19th 
April

Staff Inset Day

Wed 20th 
April

School Returns

Yr3, Yr4,Yr5 Yr6 Athletics 
8.00-8.45am 

Yr6 Maths 3.15-3.45pm

Thur 21st 
April

Yr 6 Grammar Booster 
8:00-8:40am
Yr3 & Yr4 Football 
3.15-4.15pm
Yr Cricket - 8.00-8.40am

Fri 22nd 
April

Yr4 & Yr6 Multi Sports 
3.15-4.15pm

Snippets

School Meals
Our new Summer term menu 

will go live after the Easter 
holidays.  Please see link here

Parent/Carers can now book 
meals for week 1.  Weeks 2 
and 3 will be updated after 

the Easter holidays. 
Thank you

http://www.sjbarrow.cumbria.sch.uk/Sir%20John%20Barrow%20Summer%20Term%20Menu%20%20(1).pdf


Kind regards,
Mrs Pearson

WEEKLY SNIPPETS

Exciting School Improvement Opportunities and Staffing Changes

My role as headteacher has taken me out of school at times over the last few 
years as an Associate General Advisor for the Local Authority. This is usually to 
support other head teachers with aspects of school improvement and is also a 
benefit for SJB as we can learn from the practice of others.  The school 
governors have been very supportive of this role. The school is funded for my 
time out of school in a similar way, Mr Connell and Mrs Fletcher also sometimes 
work beyond the school as SLEs (Senior Lead in Education), and again this 
practice has been supported by governors.

In recent days exciting opportunities have come our way through the Orcina 
funding. Orcina is funding a Reading Project for  FPC (Furness Primary 
collaborative), a cluster of 14 local primary schools. I have the role of leading 
this project and it hugely benefits SJB. We are already seeing positive 
outcomes. This again is funded and  it does take time in the week. Miss 
Gardiner is also funded time as reading lead, in addition to teaching assistant 
hours to support intervention activities.

For this reason, we need to build capacity in school. In order to do this Mrs 
Fletcher will increase her responsibilities as Deputy whenever the Headteacher 
is not available, with the support of Mr Connell, who will hold a temporary post 
of Assistant Headteacher. The school has also increased teaching staff to again 
build capacity.

This has been a gradual development over the last term and we do not expect 
you to see any major changes on the ground. The main change you may see 
or will have seen, is Mrs Fletcher or Mr Connell communicating more frequently 
with you on a day to day basis.

We, with governors, believe these are positive steps for the school and we are 
excited about the opportunities they provide for the children of SJB.



Kind regards,
Mrs Pearson

WEEKLY SNIPPETS

Thank you to the PTA for organising a fun Easter event on Wednesday afternoon. Thank you 
also to the staff at school for their help, everyone who made cakes (they were very popular 
and nearly sold out!). Thank you too to our honoured guest, the Easter Bunny who attended 
our event to add to the fun :)  Finally, thank you to parent/carers and children who 
supported the event. The children had a great time and, together we were able to raise 
£128.80 to support the  school.

Thursday Treasure 

Hunt!
One of our ex pupils, Theo, 
organised a fundraising Treasure 
Hunt at school yesterday. His aim 
was to raise as much money as 
possible for St Mary’s Hospice. 
The children had a great time taking 
part.
Donations were given and in total 
raised £100.00
Well done and thanks Theo.




